
Ecole Assiniboine Parent Council 

Meeting Minutes – May 31, 2022 

 

Attendees 

Sandra Melo    Yvonne Perry 
Jennifer Hernandez   Jean Burnett    
Karen Carroll    Rebecca Spriggs 
Angela Hickey    Dori Fox 
Cheryl Walmsley   Desirae Mercer 
Dave Carroll    Christine Orjalo 
Jennifer Montebruno 

 

Meeting called to order at 6:07 pm by Cheryl 

 

Agenda Approval: Angela motions to approve the agenda, Jennifer H seconds the motion. Motion 
carried 

Previous meeting minutes approval: Sandra motions to accept the meeting minutes from April 13, 2022. 
Angela seconds the motion. Motion carried 

 

Presidents Report 

a) A thank you to all the PC members, family and staff for a great year. 21 Parents attended the AGM on 
October 10, 2021 which allowed our Parent Council to continue to work this year. Parent council 
meetings have worked well with being virtual again this year and have had great attendance during the 
year. The milk program had another successful year. Our fundraising committee has remained on hold 
this year as there is no planned activities or events that is needed to fundraise for, due to the pandemic. 
We are hopeful we will be able to put on events in the future, such as the school BBQ, BINGO night and 
continue to provide special “hot lunches” days for our students. As well, being mindful of struggling 
families as we continue throughout this pandemic. Parent council was able to purchase/provide 
additional food items, snack items and milk tickets for our students. We will have had 2 successful 
snack/treat days offered to those who wanted to participate, with the 3rd coming this Friday. Our virtual 
bookfair was successful. Parent Council provided special treats for our teachers during Teacher 
Appreciation week, as well as we sent home “thank you” notes for our students to fill out. We will be 
sending out an email for our Grade 5 students to be selecting their farewell t-shirts and providing a 
treat, such as cake, for their special farewell day.  

b) I) Our AGM has remained virtual these past couple of years, and we have noticed an increase in 
attendance. We were able to meet quorum and have found that virtual meetings allow more families 
access to attend and can be attended from almost everywhere. If our AGM were to be able to be back in 



person in our school, we are looking to hybrid our meetings to give access to others who would not be 
able to attend in person. Mme. Burnett will look into streaming it live. Our next (virtual) AGM is 
scheduled for October 4, 2022 at 6:00pm 

II) Our President, Vice President and Treasurer positions will be open to those whom would like to step 
into those spots to help run our Parent council. The opportunity is always there to shadow the current 
position holders to learn and gain knowledge on how these positions work within a parent council. 
Please reach out for information, details on the position, and to bring a nomination forward.  

c) We are hopeful that we can plan our Family BBQ night in the spring of June 2023. 

 

Treasurers Report 

Our current balance as of today is $12,554.97.  We have $4,500 earmarked for playground 
enhancements and $2,375.20 will be going towards the milk program. As of today, there is an 
outstanding invoice for $500 for the milk program, so the current balance will go down once the invoice 
has been processed.  

 

Principals Report 

This is Sandra Melos last parent council meeting as she is moving to another school next year. “A sincere 
thank you to our parents and the community of Ecole Assiniboine, you will be missed. It has been a 
privilege working with you. These past 7 years has been the best journey. I am so privileged to welcome 
Mme. Burnett, she is a great colleague and I couldn’t ask for a better leader for the school.” 

This is Yvonne Perrys last parent council meeting as she is retiring after 30 years at Ecole Assiniboine. 
“We are all grateful for you and everything that you have done. You have been an integral part of our 
school and you will be missed. Congratulations on retirement”  

We have opened a third kindergarten class as our student body number continues to grow. Mme. 
Hernandez will be returning to teach grade 1 and M.Charrette will return to teaching ½ kindergarten ½ 
PhysEd.  

The grade 5 farewell is scheduled for June 27, at 1:30pm. It will be in person at the school. 
Correspondence was sent out for reserving tickets/space. Due to capacity, only 2 guests per student will 
be able to attend. This includes children.  Mme. Spriggs is currently waiting on proofs for the t-shirt 
orders and we are ensuring everyone will have the opportunity to wear their shirts at the farewell to get 
student signatures, should they choose. There will be cake and cupcakes served.  

We welcome a new grade 4/5 teacher, Mme. Dana Shoemaker who is French speaking. We are working 
on the MORC and adding additional classes to accommodate our (approx) student of 308 next year. This 
projected count does not include any additional students who may move into catchment over the 
summer. It is getting tricky with the composition of class sizes as we are managing through lots of 
staffing cuts. We always try to keep our class sizes small. (K-3 under 22 students; 4/5 to 21/22 students 
but can go as high as 28 students)  



Mme. Burnett “thank you Sandra for all the work you have done at Ecole Assiniboine. I am looking 
forward to working with the staff and community” 

Treaty day was amazing. We had great indigenous leaders teaching this year and smudging with our 
students outside. 

Many staff and students contributed to the student voice this year. Mme. Perry worked with the 
students about diversity and inclusion. Staff and students came together and created a mural for Pride 
to hang on our fence. We had multiple staff members walk in the Pride parade.  

 

Committee Report 

a) The milk program is running well and the students love it. We were excited to move forward this 
year as we have been unable in the past years due to the pandemic. We are still getting new 
orders. We are looking at stopping new orders about 2 weeks before the end of school. The 
tickets are colour coded for white and chocolate, but either ticket can be used to purchase milk. 
Our milk tickets never expire and can be used in consecutive school years. There is no news 
about ordering non-dairy/lactose free milk. We have found the shelf life of these products is not 
great and we would end up wasting product with ordering.  Desiree has generously offered to 
look into non-dairy options.    

b) We are working hard to accommodate everyone and their allergies for fun treat/snack day. The 
economy/cost of things are steadily increasing, such as prepackaged foods; ones we try to 
distribute on these fun days. This past snack day, Karen bought packages of Oreo’s, rather than 
prepackaged bags, and prepared individual bags for each student. The cost of the Oreos was $65 
and the bags were $10. Karen has requested an increase to the amount that has been pre- 
approved for this coming last scheduled snack day. Sandra motioned to increase the amount up 
to $300. Jenn M seconds motion. Motion carried. Ideas for an end of school year treat were 
discussed. Something like popsicles or Chapmans ice cream was mentioned. There is a spare 
freezer the parent council could use for cold items such as these. Ideas such as chips and juice 
were also discussed. Karen will price items out and choose whichever is budget friendly. All 
ideas for future snack/treat day are welcomed.  

There is no new business to be discussed. 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:01pm 

 


