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PARENT ADVISORY MEETING AGM
September 27, 6:00 Resource Room
Mr. Kalynchuk began the meeting at 6 pm. He began the meeting by providing parents an administrative report prior to sharing an overview of some of the initiatives/projects taking place. Golden Gate will continue to have its’ parent organization function as a Parent Advisory. The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 pm

In attendance Isiah A., Terri H., Sandy H., Heidi R., and Vanessa P.

(1.) Introductions

a) Administrative Team:  Dan Kalynchuk (Principal
(2.) Administrative Report (DK)

New/returning staff:
              Teaching staff
· Kali Walpole
 Support Staff
· Jai R
· Irena M
· Terry E
· Tabitha P
Office Administration
· Shirley Hutchinson
· Mary-Clare Jackson ½ time mornings only
a) Opening Day Enrolment

i. Grade 6 
73

Total:
   Band 34 Art 39
 

ii. Grade 7
70

Total:
   Band 37 Art 33


iii. Grade 8    81 
 
Total:
   Band 46 Art 35
   

iv. Total school enrolment:  224
b) Staffing

i. 16 teachers 

ii. 1.5 office staff

iii. 2.5 custodial staff

iv. 9 support staff (EA)

v. Half time Librarian Technician (pm)
vi. 3 U. of W. Teacher Candidates Year 4
vii. Lunch supervisors
c) Opening Day Conferences
These conferences went really well. The evening session busier than morning session. All teachers, but especially our grade six teachers were booked.  It was wonderful to see the people of the community in the building.
d) Overview of Programs/Initiatives 
i. Opening Day Conferences

ii. School Start up

It has been a good start up learning routines. Locks/lockers still a struggle with some but we will get there.

iii. Immunization Vaccination Clinic
Letter forwarded by WRHA with information.

iv. Bike Program

Great divisional initiative in having all middle years students learn to safely ride a bike.

v. Bus ridership All students received training on bus safety, how to respond safely in situations and expectations. Receive the training program twice per year.
vi. Co-Curricular programs
1. Atomic/Tier 2/Tier 1 Teams have completed tryouts and teams determined as per coaches discretion and decision for level to play.
2. Ultimate New opportunity this year, will learn as we play together and just encouraging participation with hopes of some exhibition games in the spring.
vii. Student Leadership Mr. Kalynchuk explained role played by student leadership in past and will soon be starting up again.
viii. GSA Mr. Kalynchuk provided an explanation of function of GSA and goal of allyship within the school.
ix. Smudging Has started last Wednesday and will continue throughout year on Wednesday’s. Open to anyone at anytime provided bring in permission slip.
x. Intramurals Takes place over the lunch hour outside or inside. Students have opportunity to sign up with their own team or just sign up and PE teacher will include student on a team.
xi. Renovation Projects/Capital D Mr. Kalynchuk noted the air conditioning units are installed and highlighted a few projects.
xii. Fitness Studio Mr. Kalynchuk indicated that fitness club will begin once weather becomes colder. Students wanted to use facility are required to complete orientation and have parents sign waiver.
xiii. Outdoor Recess Guidelines Mr. Kalynchuk reviewed the guidelines for outdoor recess, and explained the “triangulation” of weather data from the Forks and Airport, and indicated that we like to go outside and the importance of getting outside. Reviewed policy, and will maximize opportunity to go outside, and to dress appropriately.
xiv. PowerSchool Parents/students in grade 7 & 8 have access to Powerschool. Will send out memo to parents in helping them start it up.
xv. Student Code of Conduct Reviewed Code of Conduct and discussed some presentation in creating awareness and education related to some topics
xvi. Cell phone policy Remain in the locker throughout the day, including lunch hour if part of lunch program. Can check for parent communication during locker break, but not intended for messaging others, or social media. Continue to call office to give messages, and for informing school if child leaving early. Cell phoneswill be confiscated and picked up from office, but see a tremendous improvement in this area.
xvii. Classroom Placements Discussed the process as per a letter sent out in June. We are seeing a smooth start to the year because of the hard work done in making our classroom placements.  It is appreciated when parents understand the hard work that is put into place.  We are making this placements with the best interests of all our students. We acknowledge that difficult transitions can acquire because some friendships are not together in the school 

xviii. Guests to the School Access front door using PA intercom. School essentially in lockdown as all doors locked after student entry. Visitors/parents are not to be walking through our school and are required to check in at the office.
xix. Emails Please be respectful of teacher’s time. Exercise a 24 hour rule to allow teachers to respond to parents, and avoid weekends. Discussed how Principal avoids teacher emails on weekend as well. staff cannot always get to emails and so we ask that parents give them time to respond.  We are encouraging our staff to block out their weekends so that they can have a balanced work/family life.  

xx. Lunch Program 
-lunch numbers

-Expectations Reviewed expectations and what lunch hour looks like at Golden Gate. No cell phones and electronic devices permitted as encourage activity and being with friends, making friends.
xxi. Pizza Day lunch Will begin once a month beginning November 3rd, doing a pre-order.
xxii. Parking 
xxiii. Literacy-EVERY GATOR READS We continue to build our classroom libraires.  We are encouraging our students to expand their reading interest by our purchasing of books that match interests. Use of Book Talks to promote literacy. Takes place after every lunch hour from12:45-1:05
xxiv. Student Led Conferences Shared dates below of when will occur, regarding the format of some student exemplars present and opportunity to do a learning activity with their child.
xxv. Scholastic Book Fair Will take place evening of Student Led Conferences.

xxvi. Socktober We discussed our involvement in supporting this initiative for the homeless people. Friday, October 27th will do a Fun sock and mitten day to help with collection, which is due November 3rd.
xxvii. Kids for Koats Have began a collection bin at the office.
xxviii. Celebration of Success-GREAT GATORS
1. 4 Celebrations

2. Chapters book awards $10
3. Criteria

2 of the following- Citizenship/Academics/Volunteer
4. Athlete/Band/Choir/Visual Arts Student of the Month-water bottles/swag
5. Livestream
xxix. Scholarship Bursaries*
· Athletic/Visual Arts/Band/Choir

· Application Process

· 2 per category

· Available to students in Grade 6 & 7*

· $150 per bursary

xxx. Presentations
1. Social Media Presentation-Nov. 16 

2. WPS-Gang Prevention Program-Dec 14
xxxi. GATORAID

1. Talking Circle

2. Board Games
xxxii. National Week of Truth and Reconciliation
1. Orange Shirt Day
2. Indigenous Educator lessons

xxxiii. Witness Blanket
xxxiv. Lockdowns/Hold and Secure Mr. Kalynchuk explained the difference between the two, and that we practice lockdowns a minimum of 2x a year.
xxxv. Fire drills
(3.) Parent Organization Presentation and Selection (DK) Mr. Kalynchuk discussed the parent organization in being a Parent Advisory and the function of the Parent Advisory.
i. Review of Policy KMA (KMAA, KMAB, KMAC)

1. Parent Council – requires an election of members

2. School Advisory Committee – most common form at middle and high school

ii. Motion and Decision on which group we are forming.

(4.) Parent Representatives for the following tasks is required: Teri H indicated that she would be the parent liaison for the Parent Advisory.
i. Mail recipient (sorts through the Parent Council mail that arrives in the school and brings relevant documents to these meetings)

(5.) For information
a) School photos September 26th, November 8th retakes
b) Terry Fox Run-TBA
c) First Student Led Conferences are in the evening of Thursday, Nov.2 (4:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.); second evening is Thursday, February 29th  (4:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.)
d) Yearbook Pick up-TBA
e) Remembrance Day Ceremony-November 9
f) Winter Concert Thursday, December 14th

g) Term dates-formal Report Card Dates are:  November 29, April 3, and June 27
h) Sturgeon Family of Schools School Resource Officer- Brad Johnston
i) Celebration of Success “GREAT GATORS”- on Friday, November 24th 9:15 
j) Parent Nights October 23rd
i. Topics Social Media; Anxiety and Positive Strategies for Parenting
(6.) Discussion-
(7.) Questions and Parent Feedback
(8.) Next Meeting Date:  3 Meetings/1 per Term

